BISMARCK

The King's wish to retain West Saxony, Leipsic,
Zwickau, and Chemnitz, in order to establish communica-
tion with Baireuth, collided with Karolyi's declaration
that he must insist upon the integrity of Saxony as a con-
ditio sine qua non of the conditions of peace. This differ-
ence in Austria's treatment of her allies was due to the
personal relations of the Emperor of Austria and the King
of Saxony; and also to the behaviour of the Saxon troops
after the battle of Koniggratz, for during the retreat they
had been the steadiest and least broken body of troops
in the army. The other German troops had fought bravely,
when they were actually engaged, but this happened too
late, and without practical result, and there prevailed in
Vienna an impression, which was not justified by circum-
stances, that Austria had not been sufficiently supported
by her allies, especially Bavaria and Wurtemberg.

The work of the general staff says (under the date July
21): 'At Nikolsburg negotiations had been going on for
several days, the immediate object of which was a five
days1 truce. The point was, above all else, to gain time
for diplomacy.* Now, when the Prussian army occupied
the Marchfeld, a fresh catastrophe was immediately im-
pending. '

I asked Moltke if he considered our enterprise at Press-
burg as dangerous, or whether we might be free of all con-
cern about it. So far we had not a spot upon our white
waistcoat. If we were sure of a happy issue to it, we
must allow the battle to be fought out, and the truce post-
poned by half a day; victory would naturally strengthen
our position in negotiating; otherwise it would be better

* In view of the French interference, diplomacy had less time to lose
than the army.